The Prodigal Son – Small Group Discussion Guide

Title, Theme, and Scripture Passage
· Title: A Story of Lost and Found Grace: The Prodigal Son
· Theme: God's grace is boundless, welcoming repentant sinners with open arms while challenging the self-righteous to embrace forgiveness.
· Scripture Passage: Luke 15:11-32, with emphasis on Luke 15:24: “For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”

Opening Prayer (2–5 Minutes)
Invite someone to lead the group in prayer. Suggested prayer:
"Lord, thank You for this opportunity to gather and reflect on Your Word. Open our hearts to hear the message of Your grace and forgiveness. Help us learn how to apply these truths to our lives and relationships. In Jesus’ name, Amen."
Icebreaker (5–10 Minutes)
Start with a question or activity to build connection:
· Question: “If you were planning a big celebration for someone special, what would you do and why?”
This lighthearted question sets the tone for discussing the father’s joyful celebration in the parable.
Scripture Reading (5 Minutes)
Read Luke 15:11-32 aloud as a group. Ask volunteers to take turns reading.
· Follow-Up: After reading, take a moment of silence for participants to reflect on the passage. Ask: “What word or phrase from the story stood out to you and why?”
Discussion Questions (30–40 Minutes)
1. Reflection on the Passage
· What do you think motivated the younger son to leave home and demand his inheritance?
· How does the father’s reaction to the younger son’s return contrast with what the son expected?
· What do you think Jesus wanted His audience to learn from the older brother’s reaction?
2. Connection to Life
· Have you ever felt distant from God or others because of your choices? How did you work through it?
· Can you recall a time when you saw someone receive forgiveness or grace they didn’t deserve? How did it affect you?
· How might self-righteousness or resentment block someone from fully experiencing God’s grace?
3. Practical Application
· How can this story inspire you to reconcile with someone in your life?
· In what ways can you celebrate others’ spiritual growth or restoration?
· What steps can you take to embody the father’s love and grace in your daily interactions?
Prayer Time (10–15 Minutes)
Dedicate time to pray for group needs and personal growth:
· Pray for those who feel distant from God to experience His grace.
· Pray for strength to forgive others and for reconciliation in relationships.
· Pray for opportunities to share God’s grace with others this week.
Challenge for the Week
Encourage participants to take an actionable step:
· Challenge: Write a note, make a call, or have a conversation with someone you need to forgive or reconcile with. Pray for God to guide the interaction and soften hearts.
Closing Thought
The Prodigal Son reminds us of God’s endless grace, a love that runs to welcome us home no matter where we’ve been. This week, let us reflect on that grace and extend it to those around us, celebrating the joy of restoration.

