The Power of the Cross—Small Group Discussion Guide

Sermon Title: The Power of the Cross: Christ’s Sacrifice for Us
Main Verse: 1 Corinthians 1:18: “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
Theme: Christ’s ultimate sacrifice transforms lives, offering salvation through His power and love.

1. Opening Prayer (2–5 minutes)
Invite a group member to pray or use the following:
"Father, thank You for the power of the cross and the salvation You offer through Jesus. Open our hearts and minds today as we reflect on Christ’s sacrifice and its meaning for our lives. Help us to draw closer to You and apply these truths in our daily walk. In Jesus' name, Amen."
2. Icebreaker (5–10 minutes)
Question:
What is a symbol that means something important to you, and why?
(This will transition into discussing the cross as a powerful symbol for Christians.)
3. Scripture Reading (5 minutes)
Have group members read the following verses aloud:
· 1 Corinthians 1:18 – “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
· Romans 3:23 – “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
· John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
4. Discussion Questions (30–40 minutes)
Reflection on the Passage:
1. What stood out to you from 1 Corinthians 1:18 about the message of the cross?
2. Why do you think some view the cross as "foolishness"?
Connection to Life:
3. In what ways have you experienced the power of the cross in your own life?
4. How does understanding Christ’s sacrifice shape how you approach life’s challenges?
Practical Application:
5. What steps can you take to share the message of the cross with others this week?
6. How can remembering Christ’s sacrifice help you when you feel unworthy of God’s forgiveness?
5. Prayer Time (10–15 minutes)
· Sharing Requests: Invite group members to share prayer requests, especially for those they know who might need to hear the Gospel.
· Prayer: Pray as a group for boldness to share the message of the cross and for the transforming power of Christ to be evident in your lives.
6. Challenge for the Week
Action Step:
Identify one person in your life who needs to hear the message of the cross. Pray for them daily this week and look for an opportunity to share your faith.
Closing Thought:
The cross is not just a symbol; it is the power of God that brings salvation and transforms lives. As we meditate on this truth, let’s commit to living in light of Christ’s sacrifice and sharing His love with the world.

