A Call to Return –Small Group Discussion Guide
Main Passage: Joel 2:12-13
Theme: God’s call to heartfelt repentance and His abundant mercy.

1. Opening Prayer
Begin by praying for open hearts and minds, asking God to reveal areas needing repentance and to pour out His mercy and grace on the group.
2. Icebreaker (5–10 Minutes)
Question:
“Can you share about a time when you felt the need to make a major life change? What prompted it?”
3. Scripture Reading (5 Minutes)
Read Joel 2:12-13 aloud:
"Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, weeping, and mourning. Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and He relents from sending calamity.”
Optional: Assign group members to also read Isaiah 55:6-7 and Ezekiel 18:30-32 to support the discussion.
4. Discussion Questions (30–40 Minutes)
Reflection on the Passage:
1. What does “return to the Lord with all your heart” mean?
2. In Joel 2:13, why does God emphasize rending hearts rather than garments?
3. How does this passage reveal God’s character?
Connection to Life:
1. Joel’s audience faced a national crisis. How do personal or societal crises draw us closer to God?
2. Why is it sometimes easier to focus on outward signs of repentance rather than inward transformation?
3. How can understanding God’s mercy encourage you to repent sincerely?
Practical Application:
1. Identify one area in your life where God is calling you to return to Him. How will you respond?
2. What role can fasting, prayer, or community accountability play in repentance?
3. How can you share God’s message of mercy with others in your circle of influence?
5. Prayer Time (10–15 Minutes)
Encourage group members to share prayer requests related to repentance, renewal, or specific challenges. Pray for:
· Personal repentance and alignment with God’s will.
· Renewal in families, communities, and the nation.
· Boldness to share God’s message of mercy.
6. Challenge for the Week
Reflection:
Spend time each day reading Joel 2:12-13 and praying for a renewed heart.
Action Step:
Identify one concrete step of repentance (e.g., reconciling a relationship, surrendering a sin, or dedicating time to prayer and fasting). Take that step this week and share your experience with a trusted friend or mentor.
Optional Activities
· Journaling: Reflect on areas where you’ve drifted from God and write a prayer of repentance.
· Community Action: Plan a group day of fasting and prayer to seek God’s renewal for your community.
Closing Thought
Joel 2:12-13 reminds us that God's invitation to return remains open no matter how far we’ve strayed. His mercy is abundant, and His love compels us to respond. Let this week be a turning point toward wholehearted repentance and restoration, knowing that our repentance has the power to transform our lives.
